AFTER   EVEREST
calling upon God. I remarked to my assistant that if that
fellow took cholera he would get it badly. The day after
the older man began to recover, the younger man fell ill,
and died within a few hours, before help could be brought.
" For two months the epidemic raged, taking its toll of
lives, but it never reached the immense proportions of the
1929 epidemic because of the very comprehensive preven-
tive measures taken by the Government Medical Depart-
ment. It was a splendid opportunity for our young men
to do a piece of real Christian service, and we are happy and
proud that the public placed such confidence in them."
Besides these epidemics of cholera, a disease which
spreads like wildfire, is rapidly fatal, and presents a succes-
sion of real emergencies, malaria occurs now and then in
epidemic form. Malaria is always with us, and the preven-'
tion schemes which are nowadays considered effective are
of little use in Travancore. A large proportion of the land
is given up to paddy-fields. Rice grows under water, and
thousands of square miles of Travancore are therefore bound
to be under water for part of the year. These fields provide
a magnificent breeding-ground for the mosquito larvae, and
the cost of spraying them with paraffin to kill the larvae
would be prohibitive. To introduce fish to kill the larvae
is equally impossible, as the fields often dry up, and the fish
would then die. So mosquitoes, and with them malaria,
remain with us always, and I know many villages where
every single inhabitant is a chronic malarial case. Occa-
sionally, as in 1935, this malaria assumes the form of an
epidemic, a new and virulent strain of the infection suddenly
spreading over a large area. We first heard of this epidemic
from the medical man at one of our branch hospitals.
Hundreds of cases were coming to him, and his quinine was
nearly exhausted. Off we went, Harlow and I, in a car to
see how things were, and found that there was a rapid
spread of malaria over a district which formerly had been
fairly free from it. In the central village of this district we
had no hospital, but a small house, where the doctor from
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